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John Tavener: world
premiere

Alim soprano Patricia Rozario was joined by Julius Drake in a
boldly poetic and starkly spiritual recital with works by Brahms,
Rachmaninov, Tchaikovsky and a world premiere by John
Tavener at London's St John's Smith Square. It was to celebrate the
10th Anniversary of the inauguration of a fund set up to educate and
inspire Serbs through the work of the poet Laza Kostic.

Who better to sway the emotions than the expressionistic Rozano?
The variety of colour and feeling that she brought to each song was high-
by onginal. There were frequent transitions of deep reedy textures to high
clarino and ‘white-sounding’ flautando (particularty in Tchaikovsky's The
Nightingale). The storm and sudden changes of mood in the love songs
{"...may the water of the rmver drown you, straight into my ams...") was
balanced by the still waters of the Tavener premiere, entited Epistle of
Love. Commissioned by the Laza Kostic Fund, Tavener described the
work as inspired by a desire of seeing 'God in everybody ... transforming
Eros to the Divine Eros', asking the question ‘will this knocking ever be
heard?" This rather dramatic questioning had musical echoes throughout
the new 15-minute work. As with a great deal of Tavener, his style is
stamped from the first note. He worked the voice around drone octaves
that grow gradually to shimmering tremolandos high on the piano. The
singing style was ane in which there were few melismatic passages but
many echoing and mironng effects (the two sides of Eros). Indeed the
piece is melodically simple with few dissonances, which gives it a broad
appeal. However, the musical highlight in terms of both interpretation
and enjoyment were the songs by Rachmaninov. Both performers clearty
enjoyed their own playful interaction, and the lush Russian harmonies
swathed the audience in pure charm, DOMINIC SEWELL
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